Thursday, November 11, Weekday Devotions

TODAY'S SCRIPTURES
Ephesians 4:25–31 NAS95
“25 Therefore, laying aside falsehood, SPEAK TRUTH EACH ONE
of you WITH HIS NEIGHBOR, for we are members of one another.
26 BE ANGRY, AND yet DO NOT SIN; do not let the sun go down
on your anger, 27 and do not give the devil an opportunity. 28 He
who steals must steal no longer; but rather he must labor, performing
with his own hands what is good, so that he will have something to
share with one who has need. 29 Let no unwholesome word proceed
from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification
according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to
those who hear. 30 Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom
you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness and
wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you,
along with all malice.”

TODAY'S QUOTES
It is easy to tell one lie,

but not easy to tell just one lie.
John Blanchard

TODAY'S PRAYER
Lord, I ask You to help me push my flesh and my feelings aside
when I am tempted to be down and depressed. Your Word promises
that I’ll be encouraged if I fellowship with the saints, so I ask You to
help me shove my lying emotions out of the way, get out of my
house, and stop focusing on my defeat. Give me the strength of will
to go attach myself to a band of believers who will encourage me to
stand up, stand tall, and fight like someone who has the armor and
the power of God working in my life!
I pray this in Jesus’ name!

PRAYER REQUEST

Sunday Mornings Celebration Service - 9 am
WEDNESDAY ZOOM STUDY - 9:30 am
Thursday Evenings Online Streaming - 6:30 pm
Friday Evenings Men's Group - 7:00 pm
WOMEN'S ZOOM STUDY
Call for more information.

Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his
neighbor: for we are members one of another.
EPH. iv. 25.
In conversation be sincere;
Keep conscience as the noontide clear;
Think how All-seeing God thy ways
And all thy secret thoughts surveys.
THOMAS KEN

The essence of lying is in deception, not in words; a lie may be told
by silence, by equivocation, by the accent on a syllable, by a glance
of the eye attaching a peculiar significance to a sentence; and all
these kinds of lies are worse and baser by many degrees than a lie
plainly worded; so that no form of blinded conscience is so far sunk
as that which comforts itself for having deceived because the
deception was by gesture or silence, instead of utterance.
J. RUSKIN
He that is habituated to deceptions and artificialities in trifles, will try
in vain to be true in matters of importance; for truth is a thing of habit
rather than of will. You cannot in any given case by any sudden and
single effort will to be true, if the habit of your life has been
insincerity.
F. W. ROBERTSON
Mary Wilder Tileston, Daily Strength for Daily Needs

Why is God’s judgment against lying so harsh?
BIBLE READING: 1 Samuel 15:1-35
KEY BIBLE VERSE: When Samuel finally found him, Saul greeted
him cheerfully. “May the LORD bless you,” he said. “I have carried
out the LORD’s command!” “Then what is all the bleating of sheep
and lowing of cattle I hear?” Samuel demanded. (1 Sam 15:13-14)
Lying is a form of self-deception. Saul thought he had won a great
victory over the Amalekites, but God saw it as a great failure
because Saul had disobeyed him and then lied to Samuel about the
results of the battle. Saul may have thought his lie wouldn’t be
detected, or that what he did was not wrong. Saul was deceiving
himself.
Lying destroys integrity. Dishonest people soon begin to believe the
lies they construct around themselves. Then they lose the ability to
tell the difference between truth and lies. By believing your own lies
you deceive yourself, you alienate yourself from God, and you lose
credibility in all your relationships. In the long run, honesty wins out.
The Handbook of Bible Application, ed. Neil S. Wilson,
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