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Sunday Morning - 9:00 A.M “Building the Body of Christ” Ephesians 4:12-16
Next Week – “PUTTING ON THE MIND OF CHRIST” Ephesians 4:12-16
Tuesday Night Study
6:30 PM Bladen’s House - 16-2064 Macadamia Dr. Pahoa, 96778 (352) 665-3251
Wednesday Morning Studies
9:30 A.M. – 1 Samuel – At the Church

CHILDISH FEAR
When I was ten, I read fairy tales in secret and would have been
ashamed if I had been found doing so. Now that I am fifty, I read them
openly. When I became a man, I put away childish things—including
the fear of childishness and the desire to be grown-up. C. S. Lewis
MATURITY
“As I reflected on the meaning of maturity, I realized that there is a
central mark of maturity. In the human physical realm, maturity is
gauged by when a person is able to bear or father children. A tree is
mature when it bears fruit. A stalk of grain is mature when it can be
harvested. In all creation, fruit-bearing is the preeminent mark of
maturity.” [Jerry White, The Power of Commitment. Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress, 1985, p. 130]
YOUR HIDDEN POTENTIAL
An American Indian tells about a brave who found an eagle's egg and
put it into the nest of a prairie chicken. The eaglet hatched with the
brood of chicks and grew up with them. All his life, the changeling
eagle, thinking he was a prairie chicken, did what the prairie chickens
did. He scratched in the dirt for seeds and insects to eat. He clucked
and cackled. And he flew in a brief thrashing of wings and flurry of
feathers no more than a few feet off the ground. After all, that's how
prairie chickens were supposed to fly. Years passed. And the
changeling eagle grew very old. One day, he saw a magnificent bird
far above him in the cloudless sky. Hanging with graceful majesty on
the powerful wind currents, it soared with scarcely a beat of its strong
golden wings. "What a beautiful bird!" said the changeling eagle to his
neighbor. "What is it?" "That's an eagle—the chief of the birds," the
neighbor clucked. "But don't give it a second thought. You could never
be like him." So the changeling eagle never gave it another thought.
And it died thinking it was a prairie chicken.
Ted Engstrom,

The Pursuit of Excellence

COMMITMENT; DISCIPLESHIP
I would... make a few recommendations to anyone seeking a more
satisfying and more God-possessed life than he now enjoys.
First, determine to take the whole thing in dead earnest. Too many of
us play at Christianity. We wear salvation as a kind of convention
badge admitting us into the circle of the elect, but rarely stop to focus
our whole lives seriously on God's claims upon us.
Second, throw yourself out recklessly upon God. Give up everything
and prepare yourself to surrender even unto death all of your
ambitions, plans and possessions. And I mean this quite literally. You
should not be satisfied with the mere technical aspect of surrender but
press your case upon God in determined prayer until a crisis has taken
place within your life and there has been an actual transfer of
everything from yourself to God.
Third, take a solemn vow never to claim any honor or glory or praise
for anything you are or have or do. See to it that God gets all honor, all
the time.
Fourth, determine not to defend yourself against detractors and
persecutors. Put your reputation in God's hands and leave it there.
Fifth, mortify the flesh with the affections and lusts. Every believer
has been judicially put to death with Christ, but this is not enough for
present victory. Freedom from the power of the flesh will come only
when we have by faith and self-discipline made such death an
actuality. Real death to self is a painful thing and tends to reduce a
man in his own eyes and humble him into the dust. Not many follow
this rugged way, but those who do are the exemplary Christians.
Keys to the Deeper Life, 86, 87.

